 [image: image1.emf] 




 



                     


[image: image2]
         NATIONAL COUNCIL OF INVESTIGATION & SECURITY SERVICES INC.





THE NATIONAL VOICE OF THE PRIVATE INVESTIGATION & SECURITY INDUSTRIES








               BOARD  MEMBERS





President


Al Cavasin





First Vice President


Francie Koehler





Second Vice President


Jon McDowall





Third Vice President


Peter Psarouthakis





Secretary


Eugene Ferraro





Treasurer


Barbara Burr





Chairman of the Board


Almeda E. Dunn





Region 1


Steve Kirby


Don Johnson





Region 2


David Mink


David Zeldin





Region 3


Maria Landry 


Lynette Revill





Region 4


Karen Hewitt


Dan Conroy





Region 5


Robert A. Heales 


Ellis Armistead





Region 6


Jim Zimmer


David Williams





Members at Large


Jim Carino


Jimmie Mesis











EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR


Carolyn S. Ward


7501 Sparrows Point Blvd.


Baltimore, MD 21219


800-445-8408


Fax:  410-388-9746


E-Mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:nciss@comcast.net" ��nciss@comcast.net�


www.nciss.org











                                              





 





Legislation Threatens Due Process, White Collar Crime Fight








Legislation now before Congress that seeks to protect consumer privacy will have severe unintended consequences if not amended to permit lawful investigations.  Both the “Social Security Protection Act” (HR-948) and the “Social Security Number Privacy and Identity Theft Protection Act” (HR-3046) would deny access to information that is critical to licensed private investigators.





HR-948 and HR-3046 ban the sale of Social Security numbers which will limit the ability of licensed investigators to verify identities and locate individuals.  Like many bills, they provide exceptions for law enforcement use, as they should.  But because no exception is provided for investigations conducted on behalf of criminal defendants, there is an obvious due process issue—defendants are denied access to information that is available to the state which is critical for locating witnesses.  





 It is generally not recognized that a high percentage of the fraud, identity theft, and other crimes and all of the torts winding through our civil and criminal justice systems are investigated by licensed private investigators, not law enforcement personnel.  Law enforcement does not have sufficient resources to investigate many crimes.  Many law enforcement agencies have substantial loss thresholds which preclude their accepting all but the largest of financial losses.   Investigators have handled cases involving losses of more than $75,000 that have not met these threshold levels.





Recognizing that many investigations of criminal suspects and all criminal defense investigations are conducted by private investigators, the Senate Commerce Committee included necessary exceptions in S 1178, the Identity Theft Prevention Act.   We are asking the following language (similar to S-1178) be adopted in HR 948 and HR 3046:





 . . .to the extent necessary to prevent, detect, or investigate fraud or unauthorized transactions, to verify identity, to locate missing or abducted persons or witnesses to an ongoing or  potential civil or criminal lawsuit, criminals, criminal suspects, parties to lawsuits, parents delinquent in child support payments, organ and bone marrow donors, pension funds beneficiaries, missing heirs, and for similar legal, medical or family related purposes . . 





The attached document provides additional information about how licensed private investigators use Social Security numbers and other information.





For further information, contact NCISS Washington Representative Larry Sabbath at (703) 426-1976.























