Honorable  --------                                                                   November 3, 2007
Member of Congress
VIA FACSIMILE (or electronic mail)
 
Dear Representative  ------- -:
 
I am writing to express my concern with HR 948, the “Social Security Number Protection Act” and HR-3046, the “Social Security Number Privacy and Identity Theft Protection Act”.  
 
It is generally not recognized that a high percentage of the fraud, identity theft, and other crimes and all of the torts winding through our civil and criminal justice systems are investigated by licensed private investigators, not law enforcement personnel.  
Law enforcement does not have sufficient resources to investigate many crimes.  Many law enforcement agencies have substantial loss thresholds which preclude their accepting all but the largest of financial losses.   Investigators have handled cases involving losses of more than $75,000 that have not met these threshold levels.
While it sounds good and reasonable to ban the “sale or purchase” of Social Security numbers, doing so will make it unlawful for investigators in the private sector to access the many databases which are necessary.   Not allowing an exception for legitimate investigations in the private sector will, in the end, cripple our system.  
Though unintended, the SSN has become the primary and universal identifier on which most identifications revolve.  Locating witnesses and determining the correct identity of defendants, plaintiffs and witnesses is essential to our courts.

Recognizing that many investigations of criminal suspects and all criminal defense investigations are conducted by private investigators, the Senate Commerce Committee included necessary exceptions in S 1178, the Identity Theft Prevention Act.   We are asking the following language (similar to S-1178) be adopted in HR 948 and HR 3046 if they are to continue to be considered:
 . . .to the extent necessary to prevent, detect, or investigate fraud or unauthorized transactions, to verify identity, to locate missing or abducted persons or witnesses to an ongoing or  potential civil or criminal lawsuit, criminals, criminal suspects, parties to lawsuits, parents delinquent in child support payments, organ and bone marrow donors, pension funds beneficiaries, missing heirs, and for similar legal, medical or family related purposes . . 

Should you have any questions, please contact me or my association’s Washington representative, Larry Sabbath at 703-426-1976.  Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely, 
